
Step-by-step instructions: 
 

Collecting Data 

 

1. Collect data to objectively identify the behavior, the function of the behavior, the location 

of behavior occurrences, and the times the behavior occurs. It is necessary to complete 

direct observations of the behavior to determine patterns across settings and how the 

behavior relates to specific conditions. 

 

2. Assign data collection tasks to team members. Select a time frame (e.g., one week, two 

weeks) to collect the data. Pick a date and time to meet to share, analyze, and discuss the 

student's behavior based on the data collected. 

 

Data collection types include: 

 

   •   Interviews 

   •   A-B-C Charts 

   •   Event recording data, Interval data, Duration data, Latency data 

   •   Scatterplots 

 

Interviews 

 

3. Interview the student. Antecedents for behaviors may not be observed and the purpose of 

the behavior may not be observed. Below are some questions to ask the student: 

 

 What is your favorite class? Why? 

 Is there a class that gives you more trouble? Why? 

 Tell me about your teachers. 

 Is there something at school that is bothering you? 

 What was happening in your class right before you made the comment about your 

teachers? List them… 

 Do you know what is expected of you in that class? 

 Can you tell me what you were thinking right before you said the comment or acted 

out the behavior? 

 What happened right after your comment/action? 

 How did that make you feel? 

 Is there anything that is happening outside of school that is bothering you? 

 Is there anything else you would like to share?  

 

Add or change questions as appropriate for the student or the behavior. Use the Functional 

Behavioral Assessment Student Interview for sample student interview question. 

 

4. Interview parents when appropriate. Parents can also complete a questionnaire about the 

student’s behavior. Below are sample questions to ask parents. 

 

 What is your child’s favorite subject in school? Why? 
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 What is your child’s least favorite subject? Why? 

 What type of extracurricular activities or hobbies does your child enjoy? 

 What does your child tell you about school? 

 Are there any recent changes at home? 

 Have there been any changes to your child’s behavior at home? If yes, are there any 

concerns you have about the behavior? 

 Has your child had difficulty with this type of behavior in the past? 

 What disciplinary consequences are usually effective for inappropriate behavior at 

home? 

 How does your child interact with siblings? 

 Do you have any trouble waking your child in the morning and getting them ready for 

school? 

 Are there any medical issues about your child that you would like to share? 

 Is there any other information you would like to share about your child’s behavior? 

 

Add or change questions as appropriate for the student or the behavior. Use the Functional 

Behavioral Assessment Parent Interview for sample parent interview questions. 

 

5. Interview teachers or other school personnel affected by the student’s behavior. 

Interviews can be face-to-face or questionnaires can be completed. Below are sample 

questions to ask teachers. 

 

 Describe the behavior of concern. 

 How often does it occur? 

 How long does it last/how intense? 

 What is happening before the behavior occurs? What is happening when the behavior 

occurs? 

 When is the behavior most likely to occur? 

 With whom is the behavior most likely to occur? 

 What conditions are likely to “set off” the behavior? 

 Do you have an indication the behavior is about to start? 

 What usually happens immediately following the behavior? 

 Who is most likely to react? How do they react? 

 What do you think is the intent of the behavior? What does the student get or avoid 

when the behavior occurs? 

 

Add or change questions as appropriate for the student or the behavior. Use the Functional 

Behavioral Assessment Teacher Interview for sample teacher interview questions. 

 

6. Interview peers that may be affected by the student’s behavior. Interviews can be face-to-

face or questionnaires can be completed. Below are sample questions to ask peers. 

 

 Describe the behavior that (the student of interest) does that you do not like. 

 How often does he/she do this? 

 Can you tell me what is happening right before he/she starts doing (the behavior)? 

 Where do you see (the behavior) most often? 
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 Why do you think (the student) does (the behavior)? 

 Why do you think that is the reason? 

 Has (the student) ever told you what he/she likes best about school? What did the 

student say? 

 Do you and (the student) do things together outside of school? 

 What do you like to do together? 

 Do you ever see (this behavior) outside of school? 

 Is there any other information about (the student) you would like to share? 

 

Add or change questions as appropriate for the student or the behavior. Use 

the Functional Behavioral Assessment Peer Interview for sample peer interview 

questions. 

 

A-B-C Chart 

 

7. Analyze the antecedents and consequences of the behavior in the student’s natural 

environments. It is important to note that when observing the student, the antecedent may 

not be observed. The behavior may not be occurring immediately following the 

antecedent. For some students, the antecedent may occur outside of school (e.g., home, 

bus) or may occur in a class not being observed. 

 

 One data collection method is an A-B-C chart. Anecdotal and descriptive data, 

including interactions with peers or teachers, are collected using the A-B-C chart. 

 Record the antecedent (any type of observable action, either by the teacher or 

students, that leads to the behavior occurring) 

 Record the observable behavior (e.g., name calling, hitting, walking around the 

classroom, talking with peers) 

 Record the consequence (e.g., teacher warning, lunch detention, sent to office) 

 

Use the sample A-B-C Chart to collect data on the antecedents, behaviors, and 

consequences of a student’s behavior. 

 

Other Data Collection Types 

 

8. Collect other types of data including: 

 

 Event recording data 

 Interval data 

 Duration data 

 Latency data 

 

See the Problem Solving lesson for more information about other types of data collection,  
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Scatterplots 

 

9. Identify if the behaviors occurred across settings or activities or if the behavior relates to 

specific conditions by using scatterplots. Scatterplot forms should be individually 

designed for students based on the behavior of concern and the social context. Use the 

scatterplot charts listed under Support Materials as options to collect data. 

 

Sally’s Data 

 

After two weeks of data collection, Mrs. Potter, Mr. Green, Mr. Davis, and the IEP team meet to analyze 

and discuss the data. Mr. Green shares the A-B-C chart he used to collect data on Sally’s behavior. He 

tells the team he noticed that Sally’s behavior becomes inappropriate at the end of class while he discusses 

homework or reminds students about quizzes and class projects. Her behavior occurred on Tuesdays and 

she did not pay attention to her peers’ reactions to her inappropriate comments. (See Sally’s A-B-C Chart). 

 

Mr. Davis collected event recording data and shares the frequency of the behaviors. He noticed the 

behavior did not occur on Mondays. He did see the behavior on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, with 

the behaviors occurring more frequently on Thursdays. Mr. Davis also noted the behavior only occurred 

during the last 15 minutes of class when they were ending an activity or when students were dismissed to 

the locker room to change. (See Sally’s Event Recording Chart) 

 

Mrs. Potter interviewed Sally and shares the following information: 

 

 Sally feels she does not have any real friends at school. 

 She likes most of her teachers, except her English teacher. 

 Her favorite teachers are Mrs. Potter, Mr. Davis, and Mr. Green. 

 The highlight of Sally’s week is Ice Cream Friday. Sally’s second favorite thing about school is 

Monday’s lunch because the Assistant Principal does the school announcements and it turns into 

an “impromptu comedy routine.” 

 

(See Sally’s Interview with Mrs. Potter) 

 

Discussion Questions 

 

 What do you think is reason(s) Sally is acting out? 

 Do you think Mrs. Potter, Mr. Green, Mr. Davis, and the IEP team collected enough data? Why or 

why not? 

 What other data would you suggest the teachers and IEP team collect? 

 Now that the data has been collected, what do you think are the next steps to supporting Sally? 

 

  

Analyzing Data 
 

1. Set up a team meeting to analyze and discuss the data collected. 

 

2. Discuss the student’s, parents’, teachers’, and peers’ responses to the interview questions. 
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3. Discuss the A-B-C chart and identify antecedents that led to the student’s behavior. 

Discuss the activities/actions that occurred on days the student’s behavior occurred and 

days the student’s behavior did not occur. 

 

4. Discuss the student’s behavior. Identify if there were any changes in the behavior (e.g., 

occurred more frequently, escalation, directed toward different people). 

 

5. Discuss the consequences the student received due to the behavior. Identify if the student 

accepted the consequences or resisted the consequences. 

 

6. Discuss the data collected, including data collected through event recording data, 

duration data, interval data, latency data, and scatterplots. 

 

Analyzing Sally’s Data 

 

Mrs. Potter, Mr. Green, Mr. Davis, and the IEP team discuss the data they have collected on Sally. They 

do notice she is in detention primarily on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. They also notice she 

seems to have more outbursts on Thursdays than on the other days. The team also discusses that Sally 

does not seem to use any inappropriate language in her afternoon classes (the ones after lunch including 

Chorus and English) even though Sally stated English was her least favorite class. Finally, they discuss 

Sally’s interview and her feelings about not having friends and being picked on by other students during 

lunch. 

 

The IEP team decides they would like to collect a little bit more data on Sally so they can figure out a 

better way to support her. Mrs. Potter suggests interviewing the detention teacher to gather more 

information about when Sally is in detention. Mr. Green suggests conducting observations during lunch 

to see Sally’s interactions with other students and if she is using inappropriate language with them when 

she feels she is being picked on. Mr. Davis suggests interviewing Mr. Myer, the assistant principal, to see 

if he notices behaviors on Mondays when Sally wants to be at lunch. 

 

The IEP team decides who will complete the different tasks and select the next meeting date. 

 

Discussion Questions 

 

 Based on the information the IEP team has collected, can the team develop a hypothesis on 

Sally’s behavior? Why or why not? 

 Does the IEP team need to collect additional data on Sally? Why or why not? 

 If the team does need to collect additional data, what other information do you suggest the IEP 

team collect? Why? 

 What do you think are the next steps to support Sally? 

 

  

  

 


